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to the Commissioner under 37 CFR 1,181 (a) 
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In response to the notice of abandonment that was received on 4/13/06 
for the above-identified application, the application was abandoned because of a 
lack of formal drawings. This is incorrect. 



1. Formal drawings were submitted on August 2, 2004. A copy of a 
postcard confirming such is attached hereto. 

2. An office action was dated on November 3, 2004 requesting formal 
drawings and, accordingly, did not rely on the recently submitted 
formal drawings. 

3. A subsequent office action was dated November 24, 2004 that 
included a request to disregard the previously sent Office Action. 
Accordingly, the request for additional drawings is waived. A copy of 
the relevant page is attached hereto. 

4. A copy of the Private PAIR status that was obtained on March 9, 2006 
shows a correction (third entry down) on April 25, 2006 that states 
drawings are NOT required . It also confirms that the Issue Fee 
payment has been verified. A copy is attached hereto. Accordingly, 
proof that the applicant responded in a timely fashion is provided. 



5. Any delay in responding to the instant action is unavoidable and is due 
to a death in the immediate family within the first month of receipt of 
the office action and also, in part, due to the effects of spousal surgery 
also during this period of time. 

6. No fee is required. 

Please withdraw the holding of abandonment and allow the patent to 
issue without lapse. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1 . Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter because it is not within one of the four statutory 
categories of inventions listed in 35 U.S.C. 1 01 . Although it is initially characterized in 
the preamble as a "product", a plurality of questions in which a first and second 
participant provide answers to is merely an abstract idea. 

2. Claims 3-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The invention is characterized as a system. 
Usually, a system is directed to apparatus or structure in one form or another. 
However, there is no structure disclosed corresponding to the "means" recited. 
Moreover, a claim to "software" is not statutory and neither is its manipulation. The 
claims are indefinite because "means for" recitations without corresponding structure in 
the specification are incapable of reasonably precise interpretation. Also, the claims 
have no practical utility. Establishment of a level of empathy appertaining to an 
individual is so nebulous as to lack assuredness and predictability implicit in the 
requirement that a claimed invention be concrete and tangible. 

3. Claims 24-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 
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